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DETAILED ACTION 

Claims 7,8,10,17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

As to claim 1, what is that odd punctuation mark located immediately after the " and " 
(line 4) and "sensor" (line 6)? 

As to claim 3, what is that odd punctuation mark located immediately after the " and " 
(line 5) and "sensor" (line 6)? 

As to claim 10, "the control valve" (lines 2 and 3 from last) and "the flow rate" (last line) 
lack antecedent basis. 

As to claim 4, what is the single "-" (on line 7) immediately before "is inputted" (line 7)? 
Should it be deleted? 

As to claim 5, what is the single "-" (line 5 from last)) after the "pressure sensor" (line 5 
from last)? Should it be deleted? 

As to claim 7, which of the two previously introduced pressure sensors does "the pressure 
sensor" (line 7, and many other locations) refer back to? (the "upstream", "downstream", either 
the upstream or downstream, at least one of the upstream and downstream. . . .?) 

As to claim 8, which of the two previously introduced pressure sensors does "the pressure 
sensor" (line 2) refer back to? (the "upstream", "downstream", either the upstream or 
downstream, at least one of the upstream and downstream. . . .?) 

As to claim 17, should the "or" (line 1) be deleted? If not, what might the alternative be? 
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The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Williams teaches (col. 2, lines 52-55) that time-varying zero point drift is a function of a 
variety of factors (i.e. operating conditions), and illustrates (Figure 6) how to compute the offset 
"b". However, Williams does not teach cancelling time-varying zero point drift of the pressure 
sensor "when. . .operating conditions" (last 4 lines of claims 1 ,3,5,7). 

Danninger teaches (col. 12, lines 47-65) a time-varying zero point drift correction means 
that employs comparing the time derivative of the pressure signal (which derivative is not the 
sensor output, but a derivative thereof) with a threshold in determining compensation. However, 
the threshold is not compared with the sensor output. 

Surjadi et al teach (ABSTRACT) automatically calibrating for zero offset when it is 
determined that operating conditions of the pressure sensor are such that the turbine is not 
operating and no pressure activity is sensed by the transducer (i.e. set operating conditions). 
However, it does not determine if the pressure sensor output voltage is larger than a set value as 
called for in claims 1,3,5,7). 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Robert R. Raevis whose telephone number is 571-272-2204. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon to Fri from 5:30am to 3pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Hezron Williams, can be reached on 571-272-2208. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



/Robert R. Raevis/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2856 



